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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 08/09/2004 was 
filed in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-17 are pending in this application. Claims 12 and 14 are canceled and 
claims 1, 6, 13, 15 and 16 are amended. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pg. 1 2, filed 1 1/26/2008, with respect to claims 1 , 2, 
6, 13, 14 and 16 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 112 2nd rejection 
of 10/09/2008 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 1-11, 13 and 15-17 are allowed. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The examiner 
has researched the prior art thoroughly in various subclasses, foreign patents, and non- 
patent literature and has conferred with colleagues regarding the claimed subject 
matter. Although the concept and methods of consolidated financial statements exists. 
The particular claimed subject matter as follows is not found in the prior art: 

a. A receipt notification receiving unit as described in the claims. 

b. An exclusion unit as described in the claims. 

The examiner notes that without further clarification of the bill issuing device, bill 
receiving device, entry, extraction and output units the prior art discloses these as well 
known combinations of data entered into spreadsheets and acted upon by programs to 
determine offsetting credits and debits by well known systems including input devices, 
databases, processors and calculation programs which one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to use. See JP 2002366722, Para's. 0002 and 0008 in 
particular. 

In 1995 it was disclosed that Motorola used a system for consolidating financial 
statements between their entities. Each entity was allowed to use whatever programs 
they desired so long as they were compatible with the main office's software. 

The applicant also discloses that the methods of consolidated accounting are 
well known in the art but that what is missing is a system which will speed the 
accumulation and processing of data. 
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Henmi discloses a consolidated accounting processing system in JP 
2004118524. 

Choukeizai-Sha also discloses the design of a consolidated accounting system, 
Published June 5, 1997 as disclosed in US 2005/0256789 by Matsuoka who further 
discloses other Japanese patent applications covering the same subject in the 
background of the invention. 

Other references have been cited by the examiner in the documents attached to 
this office action for review by the applicant. 

Ordinarily, the automation of a known process is not patentable per se. In the 
present case, the particulars of the process can not be found in the prior art either alone 
or in combination as stated above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

The newly amended claims are presented below. 
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1 . An accounting system comprising a bill-issuing device and a bill-receiving 
device, the bill-issuing device being connected to a database and including: 

a first receiving unit operable to sequentially receive input of (i) billing data for 
appropriation in consolidated accounting and (ii) billing data not for appropriation in 
consolidated accounting; 

an entry unit operable to enter the received billing data in the database; 

an extraction unit operable to extract billing data not for appropriation from the 
received billing data; 

an output unit operable to output the extracted billing data to the bill-receiving 
device; and 

a receipt notification receiving unit operable to receive a receipt notification that 
includes an identifier of the billing data not for appropriation received by the bill- 
receiving device and a message indicating the receipt of the billing data not for 
appropriation by the bill-receiving device, the receipt notification being outputted from 
the bill-receiving device to the bill-issuing device if the bill-receiving device has received 
the billing data not for appropriation; 

the bill-receiving device including: 

a second receiving unit operable to receive the billing data outputted from the bill- 
issuing device; and 

a notification unit operable, upon receipt of the billing data not for appropriation 
by the second receiving unit, to notify the bill-issuing device of the receipt of the billing 
data not for appropriation by out-putting, to the bill-issuing device, the receipt notification 
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on the billing data not for appropriation, wherein the receipt notification receiving unit, 
upon receipt of the receipt notification outputted from the notification unit, adds a receipt 
notification reception identifier to, among the plurality of the billing data entered in the 
database, the billing data indicated by the identifier included in the received receipt 
notification, the receipt notification reception identifier indicating the receipt of the 
receipt notification, and; 

the bill-issuing device further including: 

an exclusion unit operable to exclude, the exclusion unit excludes, among the 
plurality of the billing data entered in the database, the billing data to which the receipt 
notification reception identifier is added. 

2. The accounting system of claim 1 further comprising a calculation device 
operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount, based on the billing data 
entered in the database not excluded by the exclusion unit from being appropriated. 

3. The accounting system of claim 2, wherein the bill-issuing device and the bill- 
receiving device are connected by a telecommunication circuit, the extraction unit 
includes a judgment subunit operable to judge whether received billing data is for 
appropriation, and 

the output unit includes an online transmission subunit operable to transmit 
online to the bill-receiving device, only billing data extracted as billing data not for 
appropriation. 
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4. The accounting system of claim 3, wherein the database stores an exclusion 
list showing a correspondence between a biller and a billee that are not targeted for 
consolidated accounting, and 

the judgment subunit judges received billing data to be not for appropriation if the 
biller and billee of the billing data are shown in the exclusion list. 

5. The accounting system of claim 3, wherein the notification unit performs the 
notification online in realtime. 

6. An accounting system comprising a bill-issuing device connected to a first 
database, a server connected to a second database that stores an exclusion list 
showing a correspondence between a biller and a billee that are not targeted for 
consolidated accounting, and a bill-receiving device, the bill-issuing device including: 

a first receiving unit operable to sequentially receive input of (i) billing data for 
appropriation in consolidated accounting and (ii) billing data not for appropriation in 
consolidated accounting; 

a first transmission unit operable to transmit received billing data to the server; 
an entry unit operable to enter received billing data in the first database; 

a receipt notification receiving unit operable to receive a receipt notification that 
includes an identifier of the billing data not for appropriation received by the bill- 
receiving device and a message indicating the receipt of the billing data not for 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,998 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3696 

appropriation by the bill-receiving device, the receipt notification being outputted from 
the bill-receiving device to the bill-issuing device if the bill-receiving device has received 
the billing data not for appropriation; 
the server including: 

a second receiving unit operable to receive the billing data transmitted from the 
bill-issuing device; 

a judgment unit operable to judge whether the received billing data is for 
appropriation, depending on whether the biller and billee of the billing data are shown in 
the exclusion list; and 

a second transmission unit operable to transmit the received billing data to the 
bill-receiving device if judged to be not for appropriation, and 

the bill-receiving device including: 

a third receiving unit operable to receive the billing data transmitted from the 
server; and 

a notification unit operable, upon receipt of the billing data not for appropriation 
by the second receiving unit, to notify the bill-issuing device of the receipt of the billing 
data not for appropriation by outputting, to the bill-issuing device, the receipt notification 
on the billing data not for appropriation, wherein the receipt notification receiving unit, 
upon receipt of the receipt notification outputted from the notification unit, adds a receipt 
notification reception identifier to, among the plurality of the billing data entered in the 
database, the billing data indicated by the identifier included in the received receipt 
notification, the receipt notification reception identifier indicating the receipt of the 
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receipt notification, and; 

the bill-issuing device further including: 

an exclusion unit operable to exclude the exclusion unit excludes, among the 
plurality of the billing data entered in the database, the billing data to which the receipt 
notification reception identifier is added. 

7. The accounting system of claim 6 further comprising a calculation device 
operable to calculate a consolidated accounting amount, based on the billing data 
entered in the first database not excluded by the exclusion unit from being appropriated. 

8. The accounting system of claim 7, wherein the bill-issuing device, the server, 
and the bill-receiving device are connected by a telecommunication circuit, and 

the second transmission unit transmits online to the bill-receiving device, only 
billing data judged to be not for appropriation. 

9. The accounting system of claim 8, wherein the notification unit performs the 
notification online in realtime. 

10. The accounting system of claim 6, wherein the bill- issuing device and the 
bill-receiving device are each a plurality of communication terminals operable to 
intercommunicate via a telecommunication circuit. 
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1 1 . The accounting system of claim 6, wherein the bill- issuing device further 
includes a calculation unit operable to calculate a consolidated accounting 
amount, based on the billing data entered in the first database not excluded by the 
exclusion unit from being appropriated. 

13. A method used by a bill-issuing device that is connected to a database and 
included in an accounting system that further includes a bill-receiving device, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving input of (i) billing data for appropriation in consolidated accounting and 
(ii) billing data not for appropriation in consolidated accounting; 

entering the received billing data in the database; 

extracting billing data not for appropriation from the received billing data; 

outputting the extracted billing data to the bill-receiving device; and 

receiving a receipt notification that includes an identifier of the billing data not for 
appropriation received by the bill-receiving device and a message indicating the receipt 
of the billing data not for appropriation by the bill-receiving device, the receipt 
notification being outputted from the bill-receiving device to the bill-issuing device if the 
bill-receiving device has received the billing data not for appropriation; 

Wherein upon the receipt of the receipt notification which relates to the received 
billing data and is outputted from the bill-receiving device, the step of receiving the 
receipt notification adds a receipt notification reception identifier to, among the plurality 
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of the billing data entered in the database, the billing data indicated by the identifier 
included in the received receipt notification, the receipt notification reception identifier 
indicating the receipt of the receipt notification; 
the method further comprising the step of: 

excluding, among the plurality of the billing data entered in the database, the 
billing data to which the receipt notification reception identifier is added. 

15. A computer-readable recording medium having recorded thereon a bill- 
issuing program with executable instructions for causing a bill-issuing device to execute 
a biller accounting process, the bill-issuing device being connected to a database and 
included in an accounting system which further includes a bill-receiving device, the biller 
accounting process comprising the steps of: 

receiving input of (i) billing data for appropriation in consolidated accounting and 
(ii) billing data not for appropriation in consolidated accounting; entering the received 
billing data in the database; extracting billing data not for appropriation from the 
received billing data; 

outputting the extracted billing data to the bill-receiving device; 
receiving a receipt notification that includes an identifier of the billing data not for 
appropriation received by the bill-receiving device and a message indicating the receipt 
of the billing data not for appropriation by the bill-receiving device, the receipt 
notification being outputted from the bill-receiving device to the bill-issuing device if the 
bill-receiving device has received the billing data not for appropriation; 
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Wherein upon the receipt of the receipt notification which relates to the received 
billing data and is outputted from the bill-receiving device, the step of receiving the 
receipt notification adds a receipt notification reception identifier to, among the plurality 
of the billing data entered in the database, the billing data indicated by the identifier 
included in the received receipt notification, the receipt notification reception identifier 
indicating the receipt of the receipt notification, and 

the biller accounting process comprising the step of: 

excluding, among the plurality of the billing data entered in the database, the 
billing data to which the receipt notification reception identifier is added. 

16. A bill-issuing device included in an accounting system comprising the bill-issuing 
device and a bill-receiving device, the bill-issuing device being connected to a database 
and including: 

a first receiving unit operable to sequentially receive input of (i) billing data for 
appropriation in consolidated accounting and (ii) billing data not for appropriation in 
consolidated accounting; 

an entry unit operable to enter the received billing data in the database; 
an extraction unit operable to extract billing data not for appropriation from the 
received billing data; 

an output unit operable to output the extracted billing data to the bill-receiving 
device; 

a receipt notification receiving unit operable to receive a receipt notification that 
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includes an identifier of the billing data not for appropriation received by the bill- 
receiving device and a message indicating the receipt of the billing data not for 
appropriation by the bill-receiving device, the receipt notification being outputted from 
the bill-receiving device to the bill-issuing device, if the bill-receiving device has received 
the billing data not for appropriation; 

wherein the receipt notification receiving unit, upon the receipt of the receipt 
notification which relates to the received billing data is outputted from the bill-receiving 
device, adds a receipt notification reception identifier to, among the plurality of the billing 
data entered in the database, the billing data indicated by the identifier included in the 
received receipt notification, the receipt notification reception identifier indicating the 
receipt of the receipt notification, and 

the bill-issuing device further including: 

an exclusion unit operable to exclude, the exclusion unit excludes, among the 
plurality of the billing data entered in the database, the billing data to which the receipt 
notification reception identifier is added. 

17. The accounting system of claim 1 further comprising an appropriation device 
means for performing a checklist processing including elimination of billing amounts 
between related companies subject to consolidated financial reporting 
requirements and for preparation of a consolidated financial report based on the billing 
data that 5 remains after the elimination of related company billing amounts. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William E. Rankins whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3465. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William E Rankins/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3696 
02/26/2009 



